LIFE OF VIJAYKRISHNA

fore-shadowing of his later faith, as the Upamshadic
reference was of the Avaiarhood of the Gita.

But when Vijaykrishna came to Avatarhood, not all
Avatars, nor even those in human forms, could engage
him as much as Chaitanya did. Descriptions of Avatars
crowd the pages of the Hindu scriptures, and we discover
that incarnations developed in the same manner as did
animals. That is to say, we find the working of the
Darwinian theory with regard to incarnations also. In
the Descent of Man, Darwin wrote, "Man is descended
from a hairy quadruped furnished with a tail and pointed
ears, probably arboreal in its habits, and an inhabitant of
the old world. The quadrumana with all the higtier
mammals are probably derived from an ancient marsupial
animal, and this through a long line of diversified forms
either from some reptile-like or some amphibian-like
creature, and this again from some fish-like animal."
The animal forms, in which the first few incarnations
appeared, were partial manifestations of B'hagavan, and
their Lilas or actions were supernormal and non-human ;

and they do not satisfy our criterion of Avatar, namely,
the assumption of the human limitation by the Divine
and the temporary submergence of the Divine in the
human for the fullest enjoyment and manifestation of the
bliss potency, as also for exemplifying how the human
limitations can be conquered. Coming to Ramchandra,
the Buddha, and Kaiki, we find not the Anandic function
of Bhagavan but His Karmic function, which is implied
in Sandhini Sakti. Not to speak of Vamana, the dwarf-
man, and Parashurama, the primitive man with his axe,
Ramchandra and Buddha have performed no function
other than the restoration of the disturbed equilibrium of
Prakriti through their mentality and corporality as 'men'.
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